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PAN AFRICA CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY
BACHELOR OF ARTS IN COMMUNICATION
END OF TERM EXAMINATION
CAMPUS: VALLEY ROAD

DEPARTMENT: COMMUNICATION, LANGUAGES AND LINGUISTICS
COURSE CODE: COM102

COURSE TITLE: Introduction to Mass Communication
EXAM DATE: Wednesday 30th March 2016
TIME: 1730HRS – 2030HRS
INSTRUCTIONS
1. This exam is worth 70 marks. Answer all questions in Sections Aand any two questions in Section B.

2. The exam is two hours long.

3. Write in clear prose and for discussion questions in particular, develop well-structured arguments.

4. This is not an open book exam. Any form of cheating will lead to immediate dismissal from the exam room. The candidate will earn a failing grade.

5. Please write legibly.
SECTION A: 30 MARKS
Answer ALL questions in this section
1. (a) Briefly explain the meaning of “Global Media Trends” (2 Marks)
(b) Identify a Media company in Kenya and specify two global media 
trends it exhibits 





(3 Marks)

2. (a) “The business of media in Kenya is elitist.” Briefly explain what this 
statement means and give two reasons why you agree or disagree 
with the statement. 





(3 Marks)

(b) List two reasons why Kenya’s media landscape is said to be“On the 

       verge of change.” 




(2 Marks)

3. (a) Who owns the STAR newspaper? 


(1 Mark)
(b) Describe two differences and two similarities between the ‘traditional 
newspaper’ and the modern ‘online newspaper’ 

(4 Marks)
4. (a) Differentiate between Ethics and Law. 


(2 Marks)
(b) Identify three examples that demonstrate the influence of legal and 
political actions on the practice of media in Kenya. 
(3 Marks)
5. Briefly discuss how “the agenda-setting theory” has shaped the opinions of Kenyans on various issues facing the country 

(5 Marks)
6. List five characteristics of Radio that guarantee its survival despite the onslaught of social media 




(5 Marks)
SECTION B: 40 MARKS
Answer any TWO questions in this section

7. Advertising is an ever-changing phenomenon all over the world. In view of what you’ve learnt, do you think Africa has been left behind in the way advertising of products and services is done? Discuss using five clear examples. 






(20 Marks)
8. Print media is facing competition from Digital media. There are more digital newspapers and magazines than ever before. Do you think print media will survive? Discuss using five clear examples 
(20 Marks)
9. There has been continuous debate about the growth of Kenya’s film industry compared to Nigeria’s Nollywood. Discuss five factors that describethe state of Kenya’s film industry in light of Nigeria’s film industry. 






(20 Marks)
10. Discuss five arguments of the “uses and gratifications” theory in view of how the individual in a society uses media. 

(20 Marks)
11. Discuss five reasons why it is important to study mass media (20 marks)
